
































































































































































































KING RESIDENCE 
753 East 15th Street East 
A.E. King, Architect 
Circa 1955 

rchitect Arnold E. King designed and 
built this 880 square foot house while 

e was still a student at UBC. It is a 
simple post-and-beam structure with a 
'butterfly' roof, with a floor area of 880 
square feet. Horizontal cladding is used on 
the front facade between vertical batts, with 
vertical cladding on the end facades. It was 
published in Western Homes & Living in 
May 1957, page 14. 
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CLEVELAND DAM 
CAPILANO REGIONAL PARK 
J.L. Savage, Engineer 
1954 

Drinking water for Vancouver has been 
supplied from the Capilano River since 
1888. After the Second World War, 

planning began for the building of this 300 
foot high concrete structure, which led to the 
creation of 3 1/2 mile long Lake Capilano, 
with a holding capacity of 16.5 billion 
gallons. The designer, J.L. Savage, was the 
former chief engineer of the U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation. The dam is named after Albert 
Cleveland, the first chief commissioner of the 
Greater Vancouver Water District; he served in 
that capacity from 1926 until 1952. 

Cleveland Dam is located in Capilano Regional 
Park. 

Drawing by Theo Korner for the Greater 
Vancouver Water District 
Vancouver Public Library, Historical 
Photographs, #1213. 
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THE SECOND NARROWS BRIDGE 
NOW THE IRONWORKER'S 
MEMORIAL SECOND NARROWS 
CROSSING - 1957-1960 

There have been a number of bridges that 
crossed the Second Narrows. The first 
opened in 1925, a low-level Bascule 

Bridge that carried both cars and rail traffic. 
After being struck by ships four times in three 
years, the centre span collapsed on 
September 19, 1930, stranding hundreds of 
cars on the wrong sides of the Narrows. Due 
to the Depression, the bridge could not be 
repaired, and it was not re-opened until June 
of 1934. The low-level crossing continued to 
be considered a navigational hazard, and in 
the 1950s construction began on a new hig.h­
level crossing of the Second Narrows. 

During construction, on June 17, 1958, part 
of the span collapsed, throwing 79 painters 
and ironworkers into the treacherous water 
hundreds of feet below. Eighteen died, 
including the two engineers whose oversight 
had overloaded the span. The new Second 
Narrows Bridge finally opened in August 
of 1960. 

A memorial at the south end of the bridge 
commemorates these workers and five others 
who died during the construction of the 
bridge. On June 17, 1994, the bridge was 
rededicated as the lronworkers Memorial 
Second Narrows Crossing in honour of the 
workers killed during its construction. 
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THE CAPILANO SUSPENSION BRIDGE 
3735 Capilano Road 
First Structure 1889 
Present Structure 1956 

G eorge Grant Mackay, a Scottish 
entrepreneur and land developer, 
arrived in British Columbia in 1888, 

and promptly acquired 320 acres of land that 
straddled the Capilano River. Mackay 
recognized the recreational potential of the 
area, and had a hemp rope bridge built the 
next year, located about 200 feet south of the 
present structure. In 1903 William T. Farrell 
was contracted to build a steel cable 
suspension bridge across the canyon. In 
1914the bridge was rebuilt with stronger 
cables, and in 1956 it was rebuilt again, using 
cables manufactured in British Columbia. 

capilano Suspension Bridge, 1957 
North Vancouver Archives 

GREATER VANCOUVER WATER 
DISTRICT PUMPING STATION 
South Foot of Capilano Road 
Circa 1935 

T:his modernistic octagonal structure was 
built as a pumping station for the 
Greater Vancouver Regional Water 

District. It is located at the very south foot of 
Capilano Road, close to the shoreline. 
Although utilitarian, it is a handsome design, 
built of cast concrete with a copper-sheathed 
roof. 
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CAPILANO HIGHLANDS FOUNTAIN 
Capilano Road and 
Ridgewood Drive 

Gorge Norris was a teacher of sculpture 
at the Vancouver School of Art, and 
was also responsible for a number of 

the city's better known public sculptures, 
including the Crab fountain at the Vancouver 
Museum. When the District decided to 
landscape this triangular plaza at the corner 
of Capilano Road and Ridgewood Drive as an 
entry to Capilano Highlands, Norris was 
chosen to provide a welded metal sculpture 
set in a small pond, finally installed 1971-72. 
The underwater plumbing cost as much to 
install as the sculpture itself. Norris has now 
moved to Cobble Hill on Vancouver Island, 
and is still actively working as a sculptor. 
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